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children) with its stores had to be transferred to the ice
From there they were rescued two months later, without
an loss of life, by aeroplanes and the ice-breaker Krasstn
Thus ended one of the most daring pieces of exploration
of modern times
A north-west passage, open to navigation throughout
the summer by ordinary ships with space for large cargoes,
remains a project for the future, when still more has been
learned about these regions and difficulties have been over-
come But to-day there are thirty-six stations, with a total
staff of nearly 500 persons, along this Arctic route between
two oceans A chain of air bases has been set up, to pro-
vide regular air-communication with these northern islands
and their Polar stations In summer ice-breakers keep
open a route through the Kara Sea, along which ships can
pass to the mouths of the Yemseij the Ob and the Pechora,
while at the other end ships fr6m Vladivostok pass through
the Behrmg Straits to the mouths of the Lena and the
Indigirka, and bring back timber, furs and minerals, which
have no other outlet except down the rivers into these
Arctic seas